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Digital Intelligence as A Critical Element of Future Ready Competency: Analysis and
Suggestions Based on International Data about Online Safety of Children

ZHU Zhiting', XU Huanyun?, HU Xiaoyong’
(1.School of Open Learning and Education, East China Normal University, Shanghai 200062; 2.School of
Information Technology in Education, South China Normal University, Guangzhou GuangDong 510631)

[Abstract] As a larger scale population of digital natives, children and adolescents are facing
unprecedented security storm of Cyber—Pandemic, which aroused human attention and new demand for the
development of digital intelligence. This paper describes the conceptual framework and key features of
digital intelligence firstly, followed by analyzing status of online risks of children from ten countries based
on international investigation data, which reveals the problems existing with children’s digital intelligence.
The analysis results show that: among the six dimensions of online safety index, digital competency,
disciplined digital use and cyber risks can be viewed as three key prediction dimensions of online safety
index for children and adolescents. Social infrastructure, guidance and education are two important weak
areas of children’s online safety level. Countries” investment in the guidance and education, social
infrastructure is seriously lacking. For digital intelligence, children perform well among these aspect of
screen time management, cyberbullying management, privacy management, digital citizenship, and are
weak in cyber security management, digital empathy, digital footprint management and critical thinking,
which need to be focused on. Finally, strategic recommendations for enhancing digital intelligent education
are put forward.

[Keywords] Digital Intelligence; Online Safety; Covid—19 Epidemic; Core Literacy; Cyberbullying
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